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ſtrengthening and eftabliſhing pils 


1}. lars of the whole {(@mmonwealth of 
Tt mankind. LefÞeclallj fwOrrF «þheir | 
* ' foundation is laid:m the firm and 
{} ſtable grounds of Chriſtianith. Theſe 
if arguments , having been your . caN- 
Jt up ſtudy and prattice mhiſt needs 4 
. be fo familiar 1073013, that "my; 
'|f f0.' mites can" take 10 .conftde- 
|} rable addition. tayour <treaſurt 'of 
oh knowledge. Yet Sir y\ having out of - 
4 my: pentiry "caft in even. all: thar- 
wt IT bad, m a thankfull ſenſe- of my- 
b | 'particuilay engagements" #0 (you ga, 
& hope for as fair a \reception. as thoſe 
7 ortho, that _ caſe in much "our. | 
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ll For be is the Miniſter of God to 
A  _* | thee for good.” 


The firſt Part. 


THatthe ſubject of this propoſition' 
Woe is not a particular perſon , but an 
z, order of men, is cleare from the 

= variation of the number in thoſe 
many honourable titles given him by the A-' 
poſtle in this former part of the chapter. The 
»-power and the higher powers, V.1. the Ordinance 
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the Miniſter of God in this verſe, and the 211i 
 wiſters of God, Nv. 6. or if we render it the - 
Prieſts of God',: according to the moſt fre- 
quent acception of the word aci7+49;, that of 
Solomon will juſtifie the Metaphor, To ds j#= 


of God, v. 2. and rulers or governonrs, V3. | | 


ice and judgement , is more acceptable to ths 
Lord then ſacrifice, Prov. 21. 3. Andthat it is 


_ not the ſupreme Magiſtrate onely (though + 
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ſome confine thele higher powers, v. 1.to this | j/! 
ſenſe, and ſo make the Apoſt! ds | 

« Darrow lenle, and 10 make the Apottles Words | 4: 
*-liable to this dangerous inference, that infert- | | 
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ar Mas itrates ma lawfully be reſiſted «Ihr 
* his; it is the Magiſtrate in generall , whether 
| ſupreme or ſubordinate, is cleare from the 
- cope of this, .and other parallel places of 
Scripture , and the conſent of the beſt exPpo- 
{\{itours, for all Magiſtrates of what degree ſo- 
ever, are inreſpec& of the people living under 
|- their ſeverall adminiſtrations, the higher pow- 

| ers. $0 that theſe words will prove of a fit la- 
titude for the preſent occaſion. Every Miniſter 

| of juſtice is more or Jeſle concerned in them, 

| whether he fit upon the bench, or ſtand be- 

| low it; whether he be the chief Superviſour, 

} Or an Aff ?ant, or an Officer, or a Jurour, of |. 
| what rank and order ſoever he be, let him but 

| do the duty , and he may claim the priviledge 
of tits honourable deſcription, He js the 21i- 
 3:j1i4 of God to thee for good. 

F -Jpis.a-li kely conjeQure of Calv;xs , that. 
there were-in the Apoſtles times , as there 
if | haye bcen ever ſince , ſome tumultuous and, 
| | (if, way, to call them by a Prolepſis ) ) Anaba- 

6 | puſtick {pirits , Lu reguum Chr 0 :203 bene 
extoll ertdunt. . mT aboleantur emn:s terrent 
WM | poteſtares , That thought the Kingdome of 
of hit mult preſently be built upon the ruines 
of all ſecular powers, that for the advancing 

| of Religion they muſt either pull them don, 


Y or atleaſt get above them. And this occa- -- 
+ | {101 1ed 
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4 The Magiſtrates Miniftery. + 3 

* fioned-the Apoſtle ſo peremprorily to afſerr' W 
'7 both the lawfulneſſe and the uſefulnefſe of the | 
| Civill Magiſtrate ; He is the ©H7»ifter of God, i 
therefore a lawfull power : The Miniſter of || 
God for good , therefore uſefull, 4u3o77;ow3v 
aSau?, ſaith. Chryſoftom? , in both regards | 
craly honourable, im. & 9:21 x, in oe; fm, |! 
becauſe he is ſent from God , and becauſe he 
is ſent upon ſo good anerrand. He is ſent for 
the publick- good , for which thou ſhould'ſt 
diſpence with a private inconvenience; pabl;- 
ca privatis potiora is an'/ancient rule , rather 
F' i . then the whole veſſel ſhould . periſh, thou 
- 


» 


ſhould' willingly ſuffer thine own goods to 

| bethrown over-board. But heis fenr for thy 

- x particular -Sood -too ,. if thou art as thou 
'Y  ſhould'ſt be, if thou aoeſt that which is good, 


"- 1f thou doeſt that which Chriſtian: relision 

e doth moſt ſeverely charse upon thee: He zs 

|, the Miniſter of God to thee for goed. * And 

- | thus I hope the text will concern the reft of 

: ' the congregation. + 1156 nM 
- ' The words may becconſidered two wayes; #7 
)f I. Relatively , as an argument of what goes 
mY before ; wilt tho not be afraid of the power? 
16 do that which is goed, and thou ſhalt have | " 
n, | praiſeof the ſame, For he is the Miniſt. &e. ./ 


a- #2: eb/ontely , as a naked propeſition;.and ||| 
fe ſo they are a deſcription of the Civil powee, 'Þ| 
3 I. From !} 
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Fs. The Magiſtrates Miniſter. | 
* 1. From his office, The Miniſter of God. 
| 2. From the end of his office , which is two- 


1 fold, Finis cai, & Finis cujus. 1. To whom 


he is the Miniſter of God, i, ro thee that 
ij doeſt that which is good, as it muſt be para- 
 phrazd out of the former verſe. 2. For what 
 heis the Miniſter of God, es 7 43aSvv, for 
0d, a more general! word , but of the ſame 
ſignification with :7wyG- in the former verſe, 
"thou ſhalt have praiſe , for he is the Miniſter 
of God for good. A few words of the relative 
fenſs are neceſſary by way of premiſe to- all 
that follows. 4 
I. Rel. It is an argument ab at primo, 
ad atnm ſecundum , from the office of the 
Magiſtrate to the diſcharge of his office, He 
2s the Miniſter of Gad to thee for good, there- 
"18 fore thou [oalt have praiſe of him. Gods Or- 
if dinance 1s not in vain. For if the rain co- 
meth down and the ſnow from heaven, and 
'returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, 
| ſurely then the word that-goes. out of the 
7 .mouth of God to ordain this his Miniſter, 
$17 ſhall not return unto him void, but it ſhall 
7) accompliſh that which he pleaſeth, and pro- 
{F/ſper in the thing whereto he ſent it: We-may | 
{ not think the Apoſtle here deſcribes a Ruler 
$M in Utopia, or in Plars's Commonwealth, the 4 
{© meer notion and Idea of a Ruler, ſuch a one 
E | as 


5 oO 


he Magiſtrates M iniftery. "3 
as men may.fancie , but never hope atnally '} 
' to enjoy, but ſuch a Ruler as the good pro- + | 
vidence of God doth. generally blefſe the 

HY -wotld withall; and his meaning is clearly 
'8 this, that the Magiſtrate is not onely in duty, 
and in the nature and intention of his office, - | 

| but in the reall experience of mankind, the 
Miniſter of God for good; That every faith- |; 
full Magiſtrate is fo, I preſume will be grant- . | 
ed without proof, and ſuch God often rai- | 
ſeth up; pu oe « perez, as Plutarch calls them, 
men aſligned. by nature to authority , or ra- * |} 
ther men of another ſpirit , as Caleb is called, | 
or men of another heart, as $axl once was. | 


3”; 
. 


% 
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Rather then ſuch ſhall be wanting , God ji 
fometimes ſearcheth in the croud for them; ji 


Pt 


he calls David from his flock of ſheep, Ti- 
leon from his melancholy retirement, 9in-". 
tis from the plough, who was therejore cal- 
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| Jed Difator ab aratro But .even corrupt Ma- 
Siſtrates are the Miniſters of God for good. |: 
£900. generally ſpeaking , and em 7 mus 8 


. which is enough to make a generall rule. G7o= 
tis approves that of Tacitzs ſpoken of Go-., | 
vernours, Vitia erunt donec homines, ſed neq; | 
hace continua, & meliorum intervents. pen= 
ſantur, Magiſtrates are men , and therefore 

x lubject to humane frailties, bur yer their faults - 
are not fo great.nor ſo continuall, at leaſt in, 
Y:-- 08 A: 4 their, 
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yy © The Magiſtrates miniſtery. 

_ -[their publick adminiſtrations, but that the | 
| -£00d they do is more advantageous ;. then *. 
J.. the evil -pernicious. And no wonder. For if 
# it be conſidered, that the hearts even of cor- 

i. -rupt Governours are in the hands'.of God, - 

IL and tarned by him as the rivers of waters, 
and by his ſuperintendency over them, carri- 
ed ofttimes againſt their own inclinations; 

-and if it be conſidered again, that the laws 

of al! nations whereby Magiſtrates are limi- 
ited and directed, are for the moſt part good, 

4 and as conform tothe law of nature as their 

'l wiſdome could contrive them ;. and if it be 

} conſidered again that juſtice and equitie: are 
plauſible in regard of thoſe common notions 

"1 of righteouſnefſe that are. written in the _ 

1} Hearts of allmen, and ſo may find acceptance 

14 with corrupt Magiſtrates, if not for their con- . 

ſcience yet for their credit fake : and if it be 

conſidered laſtly, that it is the Magiſtrates in- 

tereſt to preſerve his people, Sint quibus im- 

Hil peres, his own good conſiſts in theirs. If 

|| theſe things be conſidered (and many more 

might be added of the like nature) thewon- 

11 der will ceaſe that the worſt ſort of Magt- 

Mt giſtrates, if they have any remainder.of wil- 

#14 dome or humanity in them , are the Mint- 

{| ſters of God for good. A-tyrannicall Saxl y 
| may fight the Loxds battels, and defend « Sn 

=" 188 "of > £ rom 


as 
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- fromihis enemies. : An ambitious Fehu ay te- | 
ſtore.Religion and root. out Idolatry. A co- | 


ordinary and ( bleſſed be God) rare -ex- 
-ammples prejudice the truth of -this; generall 
.rule;, that the Magiſtrate is the Miniſter of | 


God for good. So much-for the words-con- 
ſidered relatively. . - | | 8: 3:1 AM 
4--:"2 Abſel:; We come now to,conſider them Þ' 
 abſelately;..asa naked-propoſition, and i. OF | 
ws . the |} 
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vetous Felix , though but for hope of mo-,-{# 
ney, may uſe Pam! kindly. The proud Phari- | 
ſees may preach:good doctrine when they,ſit | 
in Moſes chair.Bur if for the puniſhment of na- 7 y 
tions or ſome other ſpeciall reaſons, God hath ; | 


ſometimes given them up to the luſt 8& ran 
of Monſters , rather then Magiſtrates, that || 
neither feared God nor regarded man, ſuch | 
as Ahab that fold himſelf ro work wicked- '|' 
nefle, ſuch as that Romane tyrant, 2 nal- |; 
lum non magnum bonum damnavit, Enſeb.Ne- » || 
70; That hated goodneſle for its own ſakes. | 
This witl not conclude againſt the Magiſtracy | 
-in generall, *Tis a certain truth, that rainis a |/ 
great bleſſing to the earth, though ſometimes | 

. 1t cauſe waſting inundations ; and That man Þ 
11s a reaſonable creature , though ſome men 1 
want the uſe of reaſon; and That the Apoſtles ] 
were the light of the world , though one of | 


them was a Devil, Neither can theſe extra- 
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S :blenefſe: of all which briefly. | 

> I, His Degnitie, The Miniſter of God, 
> {or ſeryant. of God; a title of honour that 
* '+the Apoſtles, the Angels, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
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8. The AMagiftrates Miniftery. | 
- -the office of the Magiſtrate ; The 11:nifter of 
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; | -text*comes to us with a meſſage from God, 
 'Zgl4) buta ſword to defend us, and there-y 
i fore to-be received: with honour and reve- 
_ - 

E 


} 


ITY. 
j 


1 
. 
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: 
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- ans which preſents him. to our view under a 
-tixfold qualification. His Dignitie, Authori- . 
4 


-tie,: Strength, Duty, dependance, Accounta- 


Slory in. The Miniſter of God not onely by 
' naturall ſubje&ion to his almighty command, 
-ſo the winds are his meſſengers, and the 
-lightnings his Miniſters : not onely by, neceſ- 
ſary ſubſerviency to his providence; ſo Neb«- 

chadnezzar is his ſervant, and the 2edes and 

Perfrans his ſanCtified ones : nor onely by vo- 
luntary obedience to his laws, ſo. every Chri- , 

ſtian is his ſervant , but the Miniſter of God 
by! ſpeciall commiſſion, the Deputy of God 

aſligned'to that moſt noble work of his, the 
government and preſervation of the world. 

The very mention of a meſſage of God 
-ftrikes £g/on with reverence , and makes the 
-fat unweildy man riſe from his chair, though 
heknew not what the meſſage was till he felt 
It to his coſt. This publick Miniſter in the 


not a dagger to ſtab us, -(as was Ehuds to 
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his old father muſt diſmount and:do him' ho+ 
mage. When Solomon 1s King , his: Mother 


Bathſhtha ruſt addreſle her felf to: him as a © 


petitioner, not as a commander. Yea the'di- 


onitie that Religion gives a fpirituall father 
over his ſonne, muſt yield to this dignitie, 
Kar *AminAGr 3s, tor Evaygantcns,. &c. fanh 
Chryfoſtome, whether «Apoſtle, or Evangebhſt, 
or Prophet , or whatſoever high place he hath 


#n the Church , he maſt yield ſubjetionto the 
Civil power. It ſeems Chry/oſtome when he + 


wrote thoſe words upon this place , did not 


4 > know that any Biſhop was by- divine right the 


Monarch of the world, not-ſo much as iz or- 
dine ad ſpiritualia , as the Jeſuites mince the 
matter. Fhat neat ſimilitnde of Bellarmines, 
De Rom. Pont. lib. 5: cap. 6. 1s Of a later in- 
vention, That as the ſpirircommands the bo- 
dy, keeps it under, enjoynsit to faſt, expoſeth 
it to death , asit ſees fit; ſo the Church:may 
deal with the temporall” power. A ſimili- 


tude, that , if it would-but. hold together, 


would ſoon lay all:the powers -of -the earth, 
with Frederick, under the Popes feet. Whe- 
ther Ecclefiaſticall and ſecular-power be in- 


conſiſtent one with another; whether the ſame 


power 
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The Magiſtrates Miniſtery, '9- | 
. rence. The dignity that nature gives:the fa- 
' ther above his ſonne, muſt yield to: this dignt- 
tie: ( Liv.) when young Fabins is Conſul, 
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| 40 The Magiſtrates Miniſtery. M 
-perſon may not be a Ruler in the Church; and  ., 
a Ruler in the State , the Anifter of God in © © 
both ſenſes, that's another queſtion , which I 

meddle' not. with .: but to; claim temporall *: 
Power as an appendix to ſpirituall , is that © 
which the true Miniſters of the Goſpel dare : 
not do. I pray God they may not fare the 


| worſe for their modeſty , that they may not 


+ . Fore Peter calls it a humane Ordinance; from 


be made footſtools and vaſlals, becauſe they . 
will not be thrones and dominions. But how -Þ& 
ever they fare, they muſt claim no more then 
their own, they mult ' yield the Civil power - 
to be in this world the ſuperiour Miniiter of 
God. 
2. His anthoretie, #Zeoray . T he Miniſter of 
God, that is, as he is called v. 2. the Ordinance: 
.of God; and that in reſpe&t of the ſubſtance, Yar 
-and- in reſpe&t of the circumſtances of his 
power. The ſubſtance ot his power is from Ws 
God, and God onely , for his is the King- 
- dome, power, and glory. The circumſtances ſhnz 
' of his power, as. perſon, place , duration, 
degree, &c. are from God and man too in a 
different ſenſe; from. man as an inferiour a- 
cent, eleCting, deriving, procuring or conſti- 
tuting the power in all reſpe&s, and there- 


God as the ſupreme agent, contriving all th& 
motions of man. to the ſervice of: his provi- 
LLAER dence, 


jul 


"The Magiſtrates Miniſtery. 


Meth up one,and pulleth down another, as the 
 Pfalmiſt ſpeaks. The action of man herein is 
Þfctimes corrupt and indirect, but cannot ſtain 
| the providence of God , nor difanull his Or- 
Winance. . Facob became ſuperiour to his elder 


« 
— 


Either compaſling of power by ſinfull and un- 
-Jwarrantable means, or abuſe of it by tyranny 
nd injuſtice , could ſo farre invalidate the! 

Ordinance. of ' God as to diſoblige private 
JChriſtians from their obedience to: his lawfull 
commands, ſurely the Apoſtles doctrine here 
was very unſeaſonable when Nero was 1n the 
throne. And therefore if any impatient ſpi- 
ats being onely private perſons; ſhall upon 
any ſurmiſe of their own, whether true or 


Saviour, by what authority doeſt thou theſe 
hings, and who gave thee this authority? He 
Wray anſwer them with another queſtion, not 
; {Wouch unlike that of our Saviours there; The 
voctrine of Paxl was it from heaven or of 
- ſnen ? fire you will not fay from men for fear 
- (@Þf the people, for all men eſteem Paul an A- 
- Woitle; if you ſhall ſay from God, why then do 
ot you obey it; and acknowledge the Magi- 
ate to be the Miniſter of God. 
3. His 


s —_ 
AHence, for the Lord he is: the Judge, he.ſet- 


rrother by Gods appointment, though by his' 
wn indiret and fraudulent procurement. Tf. 


falſe, ask the power, as the Phariſees did our: 
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K he can deſire , he hath.the advantage of thef, 


God, to aſſure him that he judgeth for God 
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- 3.: His ftrength : Swaws , the miniſter. off 

Ged, fupported by:his hand. He is eſtabliſh 
by the laws , countenanc'd. by his ſuperioursff 
(if he-have any) guarded with arms, bur all 
this but the-arm of fleſh , herein lies his chief 
ſtrength, he'is back't with the power of Godf, 
his Maſter , whoſe very weakneſle is ſtronger 
then: men. The onely enemy he is to confli&Þþ 
with by his commiſſion are ſinnes againſt 
God and man, and he hath all advantage 


ground, he isthe higher power , he hath chef}, 
advantage of the-weapon , he bears a ſword; 
he hath the advantage of outward ſtrength}, 
he hath. the laws for ſo many nerves and ſi 
news, but he hath the advantage of the cauſgh 
which ts greateſt of all, he fighteth for God 
and Bone cauſa. ſprw adeſſe comitem,Grot, Praf 
was an old proverb, a good caule teacheth 
confidence;He hath the ſword of man and the 


ſword of the Spirit too, the expreſſe word of 


and that God is with him in the judgements 
2. Chron. 19. 6. Behold here are two ſwords 
methinks he ſhould ſay it is enough; methinksÞ,;, 
if he know his' own ſtrength , he ſhould not 6 
weigh the big looks of the ſons of Anak, hf: 
ſhould make no difference either in civil off 
criminall cauſes, betwixt the mighty _ 4 

; tat 


£ Go. g : > s 
a 


hat commit wickedneſſe with a' high hand, 
ecL:nd-the' cowardly lurchers that dare not ſhew 
SKtheir faces : he ſhould make no more of a 
Moowerfull oppreſſour, a valiant dueller, a gal- 


elflant high-way man, or a mad ranter, then of 


dd ſneaking cutpurſe. Once afling and a ſtone -: 


rn the hand of David, and in the name of 


Xihe Lord, triumphed over the long ſword and 


tBreighty ſpear of Goliah : and ſhall the Mt- 
KHiſter of God arm'd with ſword and ſpear, 
heKnd coming forth in the name of the Lord 
neFoo , be afraid of unarmed , naked, puilty, 
nd therefore cowardly malefaCtours : ſhall 
Withe ſword of juſtice be afraid of the fiſt of 
Fickedneſſe? Shall [ach aman as 1 flee? faith 
Tehemiab , 1a. 58: 4. Shall the Miniſters of 
0d be afraid of the flaves of Satan ? Shall 

ods be afraid of men ? the worſt of men? 
get the Magiſtrates reverence themſelves, as 
Fey expect reverence from others, and do 


Te titles they bear. Indeed if this Miniſter of 
"mod leaves his Maſters ſervice , he leaves his 
ds n ſafety ; when Samſon leaves judging 1/- 
nNFe/, and inſtead of watching in the chair, 


noKeps in Delilahs lap , his ſtrength ſoon de. - 


; Ares from him; but whileſt he is doing Gods 


| off rk, he is ſtrong , and ſhould be ſtrong and = 


<crF a good courage, for God is with him. 
hat 4. His 
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for his. ſervice. To inſtruct the Magi 


the particularities of his duty, would be a bold! 
and immodeſt undertaking , eſpecially :in.me,. 
that know not what bounds are fixt him by; 
the laws , and the tenour of his commiſtion,, 
Mine is onely the. eaſter task to lay down the 
Senerall rule; but to make application of it 
to particular caſes, is a difficult work, and bet-. 
ter becoming the wiſdome and gravity of the. 
Magiſtrate - himſelf. The . generall duty..this; 
title calls for is, that he mind Gods bulſineſle, 
that-he execute judgement with all faithful- 
neſle, for the judgement is Gods, Deut. 1. 17 
The Lord is Judge of all the world , his Afltk 
zes are deſcribed by David , Pal. 9.7, &cM 
He hath , prepared his throne for judgement, 
ard he ſhall judge the world in righteouſneſſe; 
he . ſhall miniſter judgement to the people in 
- aprightneſſe ;, The Lord alſo will be a refugi 
for the oppreſſed, a refuge in times of trouble 
verſ. 12. FYhen he makes inquiſition for bloud, 
he remembreth them , he forgetteth not the crill| 
of the humble, or as Peter deſcribes him more 
briefly to Cornelins, He is no reſpetter i 
perſons, but in every nation he that work 
 righteouſneſſe 15 accepted of him, AR. 10.3 
This is Gods work. Let the Miniſter of: Ge 
S0 and do likewiſe , let him ſhew tiimlel] 
07 
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=o Fhe Magiſtrates winiſtery. 
" ©:34. ior | & emer Gu luger, as heis cal- N 
F- led/a God upon earth, a living law. 1f here- | 
F card onely or chiefly his own honour, profic 


"Iv whe, 


and advantage, asf that of Carneades were 
true in the worſt ſenſe, U:ilitas juſti prope 
mater & equi, That's onely juſt which is 


_ profitable, - or as if he thought the people 
were intended onely for a beaſt for him to 


ride on : he may retain the name, but he nei- 


ther performs the duty, nor ſhall receive the 


reward of the 7:asſter of God, but of a wic- 


—_———— —_ ODDO OO --- . 


ked ſervant that hath hid his Lords money, _ 


nay, that hath embeze'rd it, that's worſe. 
.. 5. His Dependance , T he Miniſter of God, 
wholly ſubject to his diſpoſe. God hath not 


} ſo inveſted his Miniſter in power as to ſtrip 
"himſelf, but He ſtandeth in the congregation of 
the mighty , he judgeth among the Gods. Pal. _ 
82. 1, Upon him the Magiſtrate depends in 
the rite of his power, By me Princes rule, and 
nobles, even all the f udges of the earth, Prov. 8. 


15. Upon him he depends in the uſe and ex- 
erciſe of his power, By me Princes decree ju- 
ſtice. From me they have underſtanding ro 


diſcern, and a heart to follow, and a handto 
execute judgement and juſtice. Upon him he" 
depends in the continuance of his power. 


30 {God puts him out of Commillion and gives 


nie 
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him a /#per/edeas when he pleaſerh : Omne- 
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[16 The Magiſtrates miniftery. © 


| ſub regno graviore regnum eft. Whatever theſe / 
petty Gods do, He that is higher then the + 


F higheſt obſerveth , and there be higher then 
{ they, Eccleſ. 5. 8. Duam din bene ſe geſſe- 


rint 1s the limit of their commiſſion. He en- 
quires ſtrictly , Do ye indeed ſpeak, righteonſ- 


neſſe Oh congregation, do ye judge uprightly Oh 
Je ſonnes of men. He weighs theſe mountains. 
in ſcales, and theſe hills in the balance, and 
if they be found too light, he writes upon 
them Rel/hazzars fatall Motto, exe, tekel, 
peres , if he {trip them not of their skins as 
the Emperour ſerved a corrupt Officer , he 
Arips them of their robes. Thrones, Domi- 
nions , principalities and powers, are levelled 
with the touch of h's finger, and all their ho- 
nour laid in the duſt, Xerxes muſt know, 
though he be at the head of an army of ma- 
- ny hundred thouſand men, that God will 


| ſuffer none to be great bur himſelf, as a wiſe 


Counſeller of his rold him. Hugo Grotius fit- 
ly compares Magiſtrates to ſpecies tytermeaia 
in Logick, which though it be genzs reſpeitn 
inferiorum, Yet 1t is but ſpecies reſpetin ſupe- 
riorum, they are publick perions 1n reſpect 0 
thoſe that are under them, but private ſubjects 
co the great King of heaven and earth , na 
not ſo much ſubjects as ſervants, which ſpeak 
greater dependance, the iniſters of __ 

O... T1 


| | 
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'6. His Acconntableneſſe, The Miniſter of A | 
8God, and therefore mult expe&t one day to | 


Theare his own name called, and anſwer that - ' 


unavoidable ſummons, Come give an account. 
of thy ſtewardſhip, for thou mayeſt be no longer 


eward. Gods providence even in this world, 
is not ſo blind and indifferent in its outward 


diſpenſations , as we for want of due obſerva-: 
tion make our ſelves believe. But in this life - } 


he generally ſhews his approbation or diſlike 
of his Miniſters, by rewarding the fairhfull 
both with the bleſſings of his right hand, 


length of dayes, and the bleſlings of his left 


hand, riches and honour: and by puniſhing 
the unrighteous with all kinds of outward 
judgements; ſometimes miraculouſly , often 
remarkably, either in themſelves, or in their 


next poſterity, or in both. We might inſtance. 


in 7:roboam's withered hand, Ahab's ruined 


houſe , Pilat's miſerable end ; all the Herods, 
the Ceſars, and infinite more in the hiſtories 


of all ages, both facred and profane. The 
houſe that is built by oppreſſion and unrighte- 
ouſneſle, hath the curſe of God hidden ſfe- 
cretly in every part of it, which will cauſe the 
timber to rot, and the walls to moulder, and 
the foundation to ſink, except it be charm'd 
out by repentance and reformation , yea and 
ſatisfaction too, ſo farre as is poilible. But 
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of however the Miniſter of God ſpeed in this & 
 #| life, he maſt one day make his perſonal! apy pi 
pearance before that great tribunall ,  thatY] d 
knows no difference berwixt Prince and pea- 
1! fant, the higher powers and the meaneſt vaſ- 
'' als, the talleſt Cedars in Lebaxor, and the 
[| loweſt ſhrubsinthe valley, but rewards toe. 
I. wvery man according to his deeds. Then he 
"muſt give an account of his: acquiſition off - 
power, and of his exerciſe of power, whetherſ| _ 
1! - he received the ſword at the hand of God ſl w 
1} or ſnatcht it out of bis hand, -whether he uſed 7 
it or abuſed it. A good Hezehkiah ( ſuch as1Þ as 
4! hope! now ſpeak to) when he heares this mayſſÞ ſv 
WK comfortably reflect upon himſelf , and fayt ; 
i Lord remember how 1 have walked before ther bs 
'_ with an upright heart , Iſai. 38. 3. but let aff h 
| *covetous, vicious Felix (for fo foſephus re-fjth 
{| Ports him) tremble to heare of judgement tofpar 
| | ,come; For asthat wiſe Carthaginian told theN zh 
Senate, when their army under Hannibal had bc 
|| contrary to their league with the Romance 
| -taken and fackt Sagantuw, I fear that theſG 
walls of Sagantum will fall down upon Car ſti 
thage : ſo the unrighteous Miniſter of Godffre: 
| may juſtly fear (for it will moſt certainly come 
.|\| to paſſe) that the houſes he hath ruined by 
|| his perjury, falſe pleading, parrtiall verdict, ot 
|; any other indirect means, will ſooner or _ 
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deſcription, the Magiſtrates office. 


The ſecond Part. 
The end of his Office. 


Here remains the end of his office to be 
ſpoken to, and firſtof the Fins cus, To 
whom he is the Miniſter of God for good. 
To thee that doeſt that which is good. If you 


1Þ ask what this good is, the Prophet 2{icah an- 


JÞ8 ſwers you, He hath ſhewed thee oh man what 
= 5 good, and what doth the Lord require of thee, 
fl £4t to ds juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk, 


aff humbly with thy God? Mich.'6. 8. To thee | 


therefore that walkeſt humbly with thy God, 
oFand dealeſt juſtly and mercifully with men: To 
ef :hce that feareſt God and loveſt thy neigh- 
IN bour, he zs the Miniſter of God for good. 

5 7. To thee that walkeſt humbly with thy 
eRGod. 1f I were able to ſtate that great que- 
+Biſtion, How farre the Civil Magiſtrates power 
(Freacheth in matters of Religion, yet it would 
eFnot be expected from me in theſe ſtreights 
of time. But if he conſider that all oaths and 


!Fchat without Religion, juſtice and equitie are 
B 3 but 


i fall down upon his head; and" cruſh him 10 E 
Þ pieces. Ihave done with the firſt part of the | 


promiſes receive their ſtrength from Religion; .- || 
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ames-, and as th 


foundation .in nature: that Religion is , Sw. i 
#X];x09 dIHous nowvoriag , X vouodes ag Zherown,. 
The very bond of all humane ſociety, and the 

foundation of Iaws : he muſt needs eſteem the 
defence, encouragement, and advancement of 

Religion, none of his leaſt concernments , a; 
he isa Magiſtrate: befides that as he is a Chri-Ef 
ſtian, he 15 bound to improve all his talents, 


| and his authority among the reſt, for the ho- 


nour of the donour, The very profane Hi. 
ſtorians could not but take notice how much. 
the Religion of the-ancient Jews ſtrengthen- 
ed and enlarged che Commonwealth of 11. 
rel, 7adeornm juſtitia Religions permixta 
ncredibile quantam.coalutre, ſaith 7uſtin out 
of an ancienter authour. Religion and righteY. 
ouſneſſe went hand in hand together, they. 
were the two roots that nouriſhed thaſ. 
ſpreading vine. That part of Religion whicl 
is naturall , as that there is one infinite Deity l. 
declared in the firſt commandment, that he i 4 
inviſible, and above all things viſible , in thi. 
ſecond; that he obſerves orders , and judget! 
all humane affairs, and knows their ye 
hearts, in the third, that he is the Creatou 
of the world , in the fourth ; and thoſe pra 
Ricall concluſions, that ſpring from my 
En 


i 


hat he is to be loved, feared, honoured, adgs 


enge as much afliſtance from the civil ſword, 
5 any other part of the law of nature what= 
oever. And as for the poſitive part of Chri- 


off ian Religion, though I will not undertake 
b- preciſely to ſay, Thus farre the Magiſtrate 


muſt go and no further , yet ſure there muſt 
needs be a golden mean ( God prant his Mi- 


pf it by fire and ſword, and a careleſfe in- 
difference to the true Religion and the falſe, 
-{Werwixt wracking of tender conſciences, and 
Wndulging.all char pretends to conſcience : It 


xtent of his duty herein: For ſurely to take 
Fare of Religion, and religious perſons is one 
Wand a chief end of this Ordinance of God 
inthe Text. | 
| 2. To thee that dealeſt juſtly and merciful- 
Wy with men, To thee that walkeſt uprightly, 
and workeſt righteouſneſle , and ſpeakeſt the 
Fcruth in thy heart , that backbireſt not with 
hy tongue, nor doeſt evil to thy neigh- 


Feaſie to obſerve that the great Patrons of A- 
archy, and confuſion , or of flack and ſleepy 
Fg:.crnment ( which is next to it) have al- 

:  wayes 
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Ted , his name reverenced, his Sabbaths/ſan- 
"KRified', and the like , methinks ſhould chal - 


niſters may find it out) betwixt propagating 


:oncerns the Magiſtrate ſeriouſly to ftudy the 


bour, &c. as the 15. Pfalme deſcribes. It is. 
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; wayes been cither ſeditious Corahs, that cap 
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| favs, that wait for their fathers/death; chal 


goodly: pretences they make. Peter Hartyn 


/ male geſtarum , vel quod mali ſint cultore 
. IJaftitie ; Either: becauſe they are guilty of 


that loveſt righteouſneſſe , he is Naxoros #1 
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' not brook ſubjeftion , or bloudy minded '=&F 


they may be revenged.: on their brethren; off 
violent invaders of other mens properties, ot 
diſfolute waſters of their own ; whatever 


hits the: true reaſon of their quarrel with thelf 
Magiſtrate , Ye! quod ibs conſcis fint rerum 


ſome unrighteouſneſſe already , or becauſe 
they. intend it hereafter. Their, great. gris 
vance is, that of the young Romane Gallant 
when their lawleſſe liberty was bounded bill 


| 
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-a ſtricter form of government brought in by 


Brutus, Legem rem ſurdam eſſe & inexorabf. 
lem , periculoſum eſſe in tot humants erroriby 
ſola innocentia vivere_ ; They cannot humoy 
theſe deaf, churliſh, hard-hearted laws, the 
cannot ſtand upon theſe nice diſtinttons 0 k 
meum & tuum , jult and unjuſt, they canng 
live in theſe narrow incloſures ; up with rheſj : 
hedges , down with theſe walls and mouny , 


and levell all into a wide unbounded chars * 


pian. It is no wonder ſuch as theſe ſpeak ew 
of dignities, for the power is to them #vNx6 þ 
ers 3pyw, A revenger for wrath ,. but to thegl-- 
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4 nay : the 
># firſt end of his office, Fiz cx. bs 
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KJ. 

F 
- 


4 


vantage, and that in five particulars, which I 
muſt bur touch. : 2) S 
1. Ty deFrinaw, he is the Miniſter of God 


peace-anSrighteouſneſſe: Peter Martyr rec- 
kons up this among the good fruits of govern- 
ment, That whereas many innocent, & honeſt 
minded men are yet to feek in the wayes of 
juſtice and righteouſneſſe: Pereſtas civil ill ts 
pro Padagogo eff, The civil power turours 
Wchem in the art of living well. | 

= 2. 1» Pacem, for thy peace and quiet, that 
ſummamn banum in politicks,the end of all civil 
diſcipline, yea and military too , for Sapientes 
pacrs cansa bella gerunt, Saluſt. The daughter 

of heaven, the mother of plenty , the nurſe of 
earning and religion,the fruitfull womb of all 

FYoutward bleſiings. This pretious oyl deſcends 

"fromthe head of Aaroz to the skirts of his gar- 
Yeats; This pleaſant dew flows from the top of 
WR Hermon & $50n to the lower valleys, from the 

Flvigher power to the people under their charge 

 3- /z premium, forthy reward, not onely 

""Fthole general] rewards of priviledges, immu- 
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b ities, liberties and the like, but riches, ho- 
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miniſter of God for good That's the.” 


me "We come now to the ſecond end. Fins CH: 
of js, for good , that is for thy benefit and ad-, 


© to thee for thy inſtruction in the wayes of 


l- ſequence a 1:eceffary means of ſafety and pre- 
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as are meaſured out-in due proportions to the 
merits of well doers by the diſcreet hand of 
diſtributive juſtice. : | 
4+ 1n tautelam, for thy defence and ſafe- 
Suard ; That the Common wealth of man-: 
kind may not be like that of beaſts and fiſhes, 
where the ſtronger devoure the weaker, and: 
the wore, the better ; where the ſavage lion 
and the greedy wolf, and the ſubril fox prey 
upon the innocent lamb : Tf once good. men 
be left like ſheep without a ſhepherd, they! 
ſoon be ſpoil d of fleece and fleſh, of eftates. 
and lives too. Do 

5. 1n vindifam, for thy revenge, that the 
injuries thou fuffereſt may return upon the 
head of their authours, and that is thy good 
roo, thonugh not meerly as another mans e- 
vil; for the laws of Chriſtianity forbid us (in 
the Schoolmens phraſe ) iz malo cnujnſqunam 
acqnieſcere, or aliens dolore qua dolor eff: ſati- 
ri, to take complacency meerly in the mile- 
ry of others; yet as itis a debt due to juſtice, 
a fatisfaction to the laws of God and man, 
a'terrour to. other- evil doers, and by con- 


ſervation to. mankind , ſo it is thy good and 
the publick good too. And thus the latter 


part of the verſe is a reaſon of this firſt part; 


rs,and ſuch other ſpecial encouragements. 
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He is 4 reyenger | 
evil , therefore' the Miniſter of God to chee 
for good. I ſhall conclade all with a fort 
exhortation'to-eactt-parry in the text: 

1, To: the: Miniſter of' God. My. Lords, 
and who-ever &c. this title-cconcerns: Yeu fee 
your calling, arr honourable, bur a weighty 
calling, beautified with many priviledges, but 
burdened withy as many talents ;\ Take the 
Balmiſts counſel! which is properly dire&ed 
royou, Serve the Lord with fear, and re- 
- Ml joyce with trembling, Plal. 2. 11, Serve tlie 
Lord-becauſe you are his Miniſters, ſerve him 


with fear, becauſe you are but liis Miniſters, 
Rejoyce in the dignity of your employments,. 
bur with trembling at the. weight of it ;. A-, 
mong the motions of the heavens mots tre. 


pidationss 1s reckoned for one. Let the Mini- 
ſter of God rejoyce as. a ſtrong man to-run. 
his courſe , but to all his motions Jer him adde 
this trembling: motion. The judgement is 


doing the work of the Lord nesligently: and 
nfaithfully. T have not knowledge nor ex- 
pertence- enough to judge of the rruth. or 
KalHood of thoſe many clamorous cemplainrs 


C2 rupticn 


Gods, and we know what a curſe.attends 


wy that are already publick., or elſe I ſhould 
op For name them ), of the intricacie and obfcu- - 
x. Fitie of the laws themſelves, of the cor- 
1h @ 
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tour Juagement ſhall be to EY” a robe and 


T If! ruption and. tediouſneſſe of Courts, of the 


, impreſſion of anthoriry , and his privy ſeal, 
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mercinarines and double dealing of pleaders; 
of the exaction and extortion of Officers, 
of the partialitie and inſufficiencie of -Juries, 
and the frequent indireRneſle of all judiciall 
proceedings. It is likely they are groundleſſe 
calumnies and mifreports , at leaf many of 
them. The world is apt enough to ſpeak e. 
vil of every thing that is called the Miniſter 
of God, yet it 1s your wiſdome to confidg 


- with that holy man , that the Lord hath ſent 


Shimei to curſe David; it is your wildome 
to interpret the reproches of men , the re- 
proofs of God, the complaints of men, the 
warnings and inſtructions of Cod. An ene- 
my is fitly called Nzozaad- aware, one that 
teacheth a man his duty for nothing. The 
laviſh rongues of men thus underſtood may 
do you much advantage : but if you will 
follow the work of the Lord as becomes his 
faithfull Miniſters, they can do you no harm 
at all, they cannot ſtain your henour, for 


Diadem, as Job ſpeaks,Job 29.14. they cannot 
ſhake your power; for the throne 5s eſtabliſhed 
by righteou/neſſe; Prov. 16: 12. you have two 
eals from the hand of God to bear you 
out : His broad ſeal, an outward viſible 


the 


[1 


2. To thee for whoſe good the Miniſter 
of God is ordained, the Apoſtles counſe!l 
in the former verſe is proper, Do that which 
is good; take heed of forfeiting that peace, 
protection , reward and encouragement , 
which the Providence of God, and the laws 
of men give thee a title to. To curſe the 
Sunne-and to ſhoot up arrows at him, is mad- 
neſſe in thoſe Indians that live under his 
ſcorching heat , but it were worſe in thoſe 
that live in temperate Climates , under his 
comfortable warmth and kindly influence. 
To quarrell with the Ordinance of God, and 
to curſe the Magiſtracy, is folly in guilty Ma- 


\ tefatours that live under the ſtroke of the 


civil ſword , but it were farre worſe in them 


that live fafely under-its guard. This were for 


the hands to-mitiny againſt the belly, asit is 
in efgrippa's parable. Your whole work as 


private men, is ( in theſe full words of the: | 
Apoſtle) to live ſobcrly, righteonſly and god- | 
ly in this preſent world; and thus employed, 
you may in the ordinary courſe of providence, | 
promiſe your ſelves ( for God hath promiſed | 


it) you ſhall have praiſe of the power. But 
if the Magiſtrate ſhould prove ſo unfaithfull 


to God, and unnaturall ro man ( which 1 


hope your eyes ſhall never ſee) as to turn 


C 3 his | 


The Magiſtrates Miniſtety. "nn 2 
theinward teſtimonie 6f a good conſcience, 
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your righteouſneſle and religion; and of your 

wardian become your deſtroyer. That which 
was the .grear ſupport of the Primitive-Chri. 
Thans willbe yours , that your onely.crime is 
Chriſtianitie. Bonne. virum Cainm Serum, 


; tavinm quod Chriſtianum , was proverbial 


WT entwlligns time , '{uch a- one 4s an honeſt i 


" man, but onely that he is a Chriſtian. And 


if you [affer from him as'Chriftians for righ- 
reanfuriſe Jake, bappy are ye , as Prter Pro- 
nourceth,, whilſt he addes to your burden 
of atflictions, be addes: co your weight of 
$19ry; and in this {gale allp though againſt 
115 0wn intention, and beſides the intention 
of the Text too, he becomes the Manifter 
of Gad to vhee for good. But (0d inmercy 
CVE that vo Migiſter of bis Jvay ever force 
words £0 this meerpretation. E771 
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| TESTS REY: 
Luxe 16. 9. 
Make to your ſelves friends of the 
mammon of unrighteouſneſſe. 
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PEO His claule rd the boy « - fore- 
49 12) going parable, and will ſerve to 
WE Bi CG us all its ſeeming difficul- 
2 ty and abſtryſeneſſe. There we 
ind an unjuſt ſteward, that had feathered 
1s neſt with 1]],gotten goods, yet com- 
mended by his Maſter , yea.and propounded 
dy our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt to our 
mitation. IDE Oe” 
There are two Commentatours that ſel- 
lome happen to agree in the ſenſe of Scri- 
tures, Calvin and Maldonar, who yer meet 
retty friendly in the application of this pa- 
able. To them I referre you for the full reſo- 
tion of theſe hard ſayings : The text hath 
ificulty enough of its own to employ what 
me can be well ſpar'd from our intended 
racticall diſcourſe. I ſhall onely remind you 
f one. generall rule of good uſe both here 
d elſewhere in like cafes. That Scripture- 
arables, ſimilitudes and allegories are not to 
To C4 -be 
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24 'The faithful Steward. © 


- ceive -the diſciples of Chriſt to be ſo mat 


_ thour? God forbid! our Saviour compa 


-be {brexcht upon the temter-hooks; norfore'd 

ro mexaiteomphance with our over-Heeandll 
affected rules of rhetorick; a fault, that mg 
'ny learned men beſides\ripe» have been guil- 
ty of. The parts .of a ſimulitude are not like 
perfet planes that. touch one another in eve. 
ry point, but ſometimes, eſpecially m*n Scri. 
pture more like a globe on a plane that touch 
bur in-one. And of this kind is this compan 
fon here betwixtithe unjuſt Steward, and thei 
faithfall Stewards of Jeſus Chriſt. They ar 
te" the' unjuſt Steward onely in the wik 
dome, not-in the anriphteouſnefle.of his dil 
penſation, in making themſelves friends, bu: 
not-with other mens goods. Shall we conf 


ſonnes.of Belial ? Nay, ſhall we fancie 
himfelf; as the poets their fzpiter, a partaki 
of the filrhy lacre and pleafures of wretche 
finners? One -that affeQs [acrificinm ex 74þ 
"nis., and will þe brib'd to wink at their 
righteouſneſſe for a ſhare in their prey ? at 
all-thisto-make a parable more elegant , 
we conceic it, then was intended by the A 


himſ&f £0: a thief elſewhere , and he conf 
pares his-difciples to thieves here, but no mc 

intended an exa& and through reſemblar 
i the 4atter , then 1n the former. _ 
> | AC0} 


was wiſe:in his generation, ant{rnadeare of 
his Maſters goods, to provide himielf a-refuge 
agginſt the time of his diſcharge : So- be ye 
alſo wiſe m your generation with- an inno- 
'Y cent and heavenly wiſdome ; and by incl 
' oble., free, and generous adts-of Chriftan 
love , as becomes your:holy calling , wake #0 


| (0 OS 

8 From the relation of theſe words to the 
MI parable faregoing', we might obſerve witls 
Grotits, Now tam proprietarios mos eſſe quan 
difpenſatores. That our outward. poſlefiions 


leaſe ;, to {ay up for the feeding of our gree- 
"Wy eyes, or to lavido out for the ſatiefactinn 
"Wot eur brutith lufts ; But chere is a-Lord over 
is, from whoſe mourh werant one day , and 
Woart ſhortly coo , receive that dreadfull fum-- 
nons in the lecond verſe , Come give an Ace 
onnt of thy ftewardſmp , for thou mayeſt be nd 

pnger Steward. SN 


ur from the context will þe workenough| 


P-friftian Steward in three particulars. 1. The 
' Woarge of his -office,, T be mammor of nnright 
of -4(e- 2- The duty of his office, Adult. 


friends 


our ſelves friends of the manemin of unrighs . 


Ware not our own to ſpare of- ſpent .as we - 


| But to handle the words abſolutely and 
nd io they deſcribe to us the- office of 4 
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OO The faithful Stoner 3 
of cope inſhorr' is this. Asiche-unjuft Stewaril | 
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. Friend of it. 3. the' benefit of- his office, in , 
themanner of expreſſion; taurois giaus friends 


© The faithfull Steward.” 


fo Joar ſelves, your debtours will become 


your” friends , your beſt friends, that will re- 
cetve: you into, everlaſting habitations , as is F 


| explained in the latter clauſe of the vere. 


rar en <ptrnardanrr—e cfm cwren—— Ann een. 


; 1. Particular. Inthe firſt wee'l confider, 
firſt, the ſabſtance , and-ſecondly the nature 
of the charge. Ce: 

The nr ar" is Mammon. Which is a Sy- 
riack word, and ſignifies nioney, gain, riches, 
and all kind, of worldly treature, as thoſe 
that have -Skill in that language inform us; 
though ſome think ; and not without proba-. 


[F bilitie}, that it might take its original! from 
the corruption of the Hebrew word py30195-- 
theſaxrus. This mammon our Saviour here | 
 fuppoſeth committed to the charge of his di- | 
ſeiples, as the goods of their great 'Lord: and; 
Maſter. Though 'it be a grofle ſuggeſtion of 
covetouſneſle,for men to challenge all world- 


ly poſſeſſions to themſelves, upon the right of 
Saintſhip or prieſthood ; ( as we know. who. 
do) yet to make the profeſſion or diſpenſa-- 


- ion of the Goſpel inconſiſtent with worklly. 


poſlſeſlions ,-is a miſtake on the other han 


: and as groſle as the former. God no where 
approves, much leſſe enjoyns the voluntary” | 

| bers , or ſuperſtt- ; 
, rious } 


TT 


porerty of ſullen Philoſop 
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think ye', that his Stewards ſhould rid their 


hands of their charge , and retire into a/lazy. 


ſolitude ? Or. is our Maſter fo rigid and nig- 
gardly'as to/make all the trees of his garden 
forbidden fruit.? To ſpread a table before us, 
and bind us up with thoſe ſtrict rules, touch 
not, taſte not , handle not ? No; the king- 
dome of heaven is a miſcellanie of rich and 
poor, noble and baſe, -Princes and peaſants; 
Ther's a poor. Lazarus in the boſome of a 
rich Abraham; the great nurſing fathers and 
nurſing mothers , with their little babes in 
their arms. Though our Savroxrs outward: 
. condition was mean, and he was ſometimes 
worſe provided then the birds and foxes: yer 
_a great diſciple of his, 7o/eph of eArimathes' 
was a rich and potent man. Religion forbids 
not to poſſeſſe the world; but to be poſſeſſed: 


+ Of it; not to have, butto ſerve mammon.. 
 *Though that of the Apoſtle. be true, 1. Cor. 


I, 26. eſpecially of the Primitive times, Nor 
many mighty , not many noble are called , yet 
ſome there have been in all times, that have 


left Slorious monuments of their Chriſtian * "N 


love; and have demonſtrated, that liberalitie 
"and magnificence are Chriſtian graces, as well 
as moral virtues. . 


x... Secondly, Let us conſider the nature of this L; 


charge, 
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| 8 chorge ae: Ie in ftamptby:onr Saviour{whio knew . 
if | beſihow tweftimareit)w®z double character: © 
a good charadter on the one fide,make-friends | 
£ manmon:; tis 1mprovable to a good uſe: 


. 
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| | (for to then he ſpeaks v. 7. ) enabled by in- 
Te 


and an evil charafter on: the other fide;. the 


_ manmmon of: unvighteouſheſſe.' Ir hangs here 


berwixt good andieui},the ufe and abule ofir, 


asbeing of an.indifferent nature; though ra. 
ther inclining to evilthrough the general} cor- 


raprion: of our hearts, Let us firſt! confider | 


thesre/: charadter, the Mammomn of unrighte. 
oulnefle:. _ 

Some. interpreters attending rather the in- 
clinatiow of the phraſe, then-thre exigency of 
the:ſenfe, renderic, Riches unjuſt}; gotten; and) 
moſt: eortaiwit'is, that' inivhis:caſe according 


ts: the example: of: Zachews, reftauration:.,, 


re. agg to: the. perſons injured , if 
poifible, or elſe to the poore, who are their 
lawfal{ Arrornies:by: Gods appointment. Bur 


| yer there are two reaſons that forbid this in- 


terpretation here: Firſ#, We cannot think 
our Saxiaus wenld here ſuppoſe. his diſciples 


jury, violence, and oppreftion to make them- 
ſelves. friends. Nor ſecondly, would he ho- 
nour if gotten goods, and them onely with 
theſe excellent properties of making friends, 


to 


| and fiurtheningiiw.avy fenſe their receptiowin- , 


Prat, am. fs fone 
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K.ety chat which is-the forbidden fruit of 


ie aud and violence, bur that alſo-whictris the 


fe awful fruit of our birth-right , or onrindu= 
C Mrie, or our intereld in others, Alt wortdly/ 


- Fiches whatſoever, abiraQtng from theman-: 


ner of acquiting them, are truly call'd the 
T7 Snammon. of unrighteonſneſſe, and fo. e4w- 
- [underſtands it, MMammona iniguitatis de-! 
vivieſunt ſeouli emmes undecnnque ſint': and! 
that ina double ſenſe. MF: EE] 
The firſt and! moſt received is: a paſſive" 
ſenſe. The mammon of unrighteouſneſle; thar” 
is, the obje& and matter of all unrighreouſ.- 
ataeſſe, of injury and:violence in-the gathering, ' 
of pride and luxury in-the-ſpending: In which 
ſenſe our Saviour calls:them thorns, Matt. 1 3. 
22. and Paul callsthem a temptation and a 
ſnare , 1. Tim. 6. 9. Hierome apphes that” 
" [trite proverbiall ſentence'to this place, Dives: 
" Bart iniqums, aut iniqui heres, 'as generally 
 Ftcue. With him agree many of the ancients, 
Jand moſt of our modern divines too. Dom-- 
ms [nos tniquitate involuunt', faith Calvis. 
Maxime imveniuntur apud inuſtos, © ab in--' 
ſti maximi finnt, faith Grotivs. This mam- | 
[mon is that golden apple that puts the whole- 
world 


W | x everlaſting habirations. We may therefore ref! 8 
F Safely-conclude ,. that by-mammon of unngh-! 
Keouſneſſe is meant riches indefinitely; 'nor 
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yl; An rk hd "tins: diſorder. and 'confulloa-; 
* 20f. men, -becorhes both the root and the 


Tu 6k 


1 the-generall.cofruption-of the on ro 


of: their unrighteouſneſſe. 1. 
- Theſecond is an aftive ſenſe.” Magn * | 
Rives; thatis, wapuwrd Tis dnigia; , Or movy, | 
falſe; deceitful, unfajthfull memmon, for So | 
xr and '2axwv, are obſerved-to ſignifie-the 
ſame in the Greek idiome. Though this inter-, 
pretation at firſt view be not ſo' plauſible as, 
the. former , yet there' are two -good- argu- 
ments.of probabilitie for it. 1. They- obſerve, - 
that the Hebrew phraſe TPwnN [499 divitiell 
mendacii; lying, falſe vickes was: much-1n uſe: 
among the Hebtews in our. Saviours time.,' 
and;is often-mer with in-their comments upon. 
the Bible,” ahd thence conjeure that this 
PETTY _ &Siag is onely an interpretati-! 
on of that phraſe. 2. The next verſe but one; 
after the text ſeems to favour it. 1f therefore: 
ye have not been faithfull-in the wnrighteous 
manmmor (the ſame phraſe) who will commit : 
anto you. the true. riches ?. where the oppoſi- , 
tion betwixt unrighteous mammon and the; 
true riches ſeems to argue that by. unrighteous: | 
mammon is'meant falſe deceitfull riches: riches} 
' that deal unjuſtly and unfaithfully with us; for , 
whiPſt chey tarry, they are but as empty bucks 6 
co our belly, , and 'as the rotten ſand " out*F* 
Fg | ect, 4 
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Wet,” and they will nottarry long neither, 


"JN "our greateſt-need-they take'to themlelve: 


. other be our Saviours meaning, moſt certain- 


} and diſhonour upon that great idol Mammon;, 
© ro deſtroy the magnificence of *that Diana 
-* whom all the world worſhippeth , to caſt her 
headlong' out of his' fathers throne , and to 
'debaſe her in the hearrs and thoughts of bis 
- diſciples.” *” "W | 


"of Mammon, Make friends., &c. as bad as 
+ it isa good uſe may be made 6f it. There is 
1 a heavenly art of fpiritualizing' our worldly 
*enjoyments. There is a way to clip the wings 
"' of riches, and to lay up even our earthly trea- 
CF fure in heaven. Thereis a divine Chymiſtry , 
©'' that can extraRt' the pureſt ſpirits from the 
'j moſt groſſe and feculent matter; that can ad- 
Fj vance flints and pebbles to' a neare reſem- ' 


".} blance of pretious ſtones. Thereis a lawfull 
- |} craft of coyning your money over again, and 
:F adding the image and ſuperſcription of God 
5: to that of Ceſars. For to the pure all chings 
+ are pure. The beaſt upon the altar differs not 
in kind from the beaſt in the ſlaughter-houſe; 
$ and yet the one is holy, the other common: 
-#:1t1s the altar that ſanQifies the gift. Arholy, 
WW D STactous: 


" 


ly his meaninip is, to fer a'mark of ignomitie” 


* Secondly £ Let*s conſider the good character | 
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different conjeftures , Lyke 27, 


mon will appear more fully ip the ſecangd park 
id 


® 
{2 


ratign. ; 


_ 41. Particulgr. The duty gf Chriſtian 
Stewards, Mcke friends , that is, Engage 0+ 


thers by a prudent and faithfull diſpeplation 


of the Mammon commirted to yaur charge. 


For we are ta canſider our ſelves ynger 3 


fouble capacitie; private and publick. As par- 


icylar perſons , and as members of the whole 


world; of the uniyerſall Church, and of that: 


articulgr Church , wherein our lot is fallen, 
Sow though our great Lord & Maſter allows 
Qur charity t begin at home , and to appro: 
priate tg aur private uſe ſuch q proportion of 


— hi hleflings, a5 may enable ys co che cheerkull 


i{charge: 
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charitie ſhould not end where it' begins , but 
freely. flow forth, in - hearty defires to the 
whole world; and in reall expreflions to ſuch 
a part of it, as the. meaſure of our talents is 
able to reach. Thoſe that have had no other 
rale of judgement then the law of nature, 


and that in broken tables too, their own im- 
perfet and depraved underſtandings , have: 
yet condemned a ſelfiſh narrow ſpirit as un-. 


worthy a creature, eſpecially of ſo high a rank 
as man is. They could take notice, that their 
great Creatour , though of a perfect ſelfluffi- 


ciency and independance, yet ont of a free 
deſire of communicating his goodneffe, gave- 
a being- to the whole creation , and conti- 


nues 4 conſtant ſtream of Goodnefle unto all 
his creatures, that can never make him any 
real return. They could obſerve that the world 
it ſelf Was &zor 5 r2179 O#2, woro)4rn; mv, the 
image and onely begotten of God. expref- 


ſions pardonable in them (that knew-none 
other of that name) and that it bears a re- 


ſemblance, as of his other perfeions, fo eſpe- 


cially of his free and diffuftve goodneiſe. That 


the Sun with umvearied bounty poures out 


_ his light, hear and influence upon all he can 
reach, with tendereft care cheriftheth them in 


bis warm boſome ;, with admirable difcretion 


D 2. * performs- jt 
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performs his yearly circuit from tropickto tros | 
pick, rhat all the parts of the earth may have 


i The faithfull- Steward. 


their ſhare of his liberalitie. That the ſprings 
and fountains freely offer refreſhment to all 
that paſſe by. That all the elements , and 
their ſeverall mixtures, by a naturall ſelf-deni- 
all, reſiſt their own inclinations , and run the 
hazard of their private ruine for the ſafery of 
the univerſe. That heavy bodies mount uptg 
heaven, and lighr bodies ftoop to the lowelt 
room, rather then Nature ſhould receive the 


| eaſt wound, . yea or disfiguring ſcarre. Thele 


- DB | 


and the like conſiderations made them con. 


#efle Now nobris nati [umn &c. That Man ts 
not made onely for his own ſervice, but muſt 


_ caſt forth his virtue round about him. wwcp1477 
© mx; @45v4s, that he is born.to do good to 0- 


thers; That there is no monſter in nature fo 


 Breat as drpunr5- ary: enmyzuic, A 
\- Schiſmatick from mankind , a man that is ſe- 


parated from other men. This noble principle, 
echough perhaps too much ſtain'd with ſuper- 


- Ntition and affeRation of glory, harh prevaiFd 


with many of them to ſpend their fortunes 
and lives for the ſzfety of their countrey. The 
Grecian and Romane nations yield us many 
renowned examples hereof, And other nati- 
ons have been inferiour to -them rather 

their xecords , then examples of the like xind. 
But 


- 


The faithfull Steward, 5. 


But we Chriſtians, beſides a clearer diſcovery. 


of theſe natural arguments then the light of 
nature can afford, have incomparably more 
obligations upon us to enlargement of heart,' 


then the heathens had , and” therefore. have 


the more to anſwer for ,"if we leſle regard 
them. . We know of a ſecond birth, of the 
love of God, greater to us then that of the 
creation, in ſending his onely begotten Sonne 
into 'the world, that whoſoever believeth in 


him ſhonld-nor periſh, but have everlaſting 


life. We fee (as it were )' before our eyes 


' the Lord Jefus Chriſt denying , . emptying; 


empoveriſhing himſelf” ( #xiyw03, tmmenar ) 
pouring out his warmeſt bloud with unſpeak- 
able pain and ſhame, and all to make: him- 


felf friends: Friends to receive grace and kind- 


neſſe from him, butnet to make him the leaſt 


requitall, We have received the moſt pure 


and refined precepts of love, which not one« 
ly the Philofophers, but even the Jews them- 


elves, andthe greateit Rabbies amongſt | 


them were generally ſtrangers to. To denie 
our ſelves : To love our enemies : To: return 
g00d for evil: To blefle them that curſe us, 
and pray for them that perſecute us and de- 
(pitefully uſe us: To eſteem ſtrangers: our 


neighbours, We have, or at leaſt pretend unto 


the ſpirit of the Goſpel, that free ſpirit, that 
D 3 —  ſfpurit. 
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Fhongh indeed rather amtoritate [uadentzs, 
be. 5. | 
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That ſpirit: of communion: and fellowſhip, if 
Under all theſe engageme;its ſhall. we cons 
trad pur hearts, and- harden our bowels? & 
Shall we confine our love meerly to our ſelves? 


Let's not be deceived, God will not be mocks 
ed. -Whatfoever we ſow. that ſhall we alſo 
_ God: is the true owner of all-we poſ. 

e; and whatſoever we afſume to our pri. 
yate uſe beyond the rules of ſobriety and mo. 
deration,- will be judged embezelled, and 
withaur repentance exacted of us to theut- 
moſt farthing, To lay down the ſeverall rules 
2nd. fie circumſtances of Chriſtian bounty, 
woald: be a work of time, and truly of no 


great neceffitie. I think it was ſcarce eve 


known, that perſons of enlarged hearts, and 
fineere purpoſes to do good, were yet at a 


- ſtand for want of prudence to direct them in 


the manner of performance. I* ſhall onely 
point out the ſeverall chanels wherein the 
Aounty of Chriſtians ufeth to run ; the ſeve- 


iy; | - rall occaſions they have laid hold of in all 


times, to diſcharge their charitie. | 
i. For the howowr aud ſervice of Religion: 


| * Where ever Religion hath bad a throne, fhe 


hath alwayes commanded an honourable 
maintenance for her houſhold- and retinue! 
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zawer. And+his is gne- reaſon. amongſt mas 
ay, Why Religion is {0 much difcountenanced 
by. Fnſuall worldly men. | They eſteem. nar 
ſpirizuell things worth exchanging far a pare 
of rheir egrnall things; ( with the Gadareas) 
i» Wthey. had: rather parc with, Ebriſt chen theiy 
> Bfgine, They ate cantent te loſe their reli. 
d Ecion to fave cbarges:. If religion will put 
t- them ta ne coft naF pains , perhaps they can. 
es endure it ; Hut if itrequire either, they are 


derwar , wha lying under the Popes Interdid, 
fends him this blunt meſſage, We received 
Our religion f5om thy Predeceſſours , which 
if they wilt natſuffer us to enjay quietly, We 
n ſend it thee back again, by thele preſents, 
y I There hath been a time when :Devout Chris 


ce fhiaps have been willing to lay down theis ||| 


e- i eljates at the Apoſtles feet ,, to ſerve the 
UF Churches neceſlicy. There hath been a time 

when ſuperfſticigns Chriſtians have contriby- 
2. | ted beyond the Churches : neceſlitios.  lnſo- 


|| much that the. Venetian. ſtate and others, 


ce Y have thought fir by ſevere laws to check their 
2: iberalitie , leaſt the Church ſhould ſwallow 
| #Þ the: revenue of the Commoen-wealth. 
ay: There- 


thcy pr oftare je oth, Tait. as was laid of: | 
p. he ag6ient Germane Princes,” rather by a. 
« Dizning: perſyafive , then 2 rigid compulſive: 


B35 indifferent as that King of Denmark, z7als 


7.) Os EN EY " 


7 Mi OA? PDE. =_ ”—__ C * 7+ 0 "his 9 
< 


Ws 
4: 
© R 
4 & 
© 
> 
BY 


| $0. 4.34 $3.60 Ro I a WO TEE Ib 8 > 
{ 4:22 © So ROI BY 
©. my 04 
þ 


Ade: 


' $00 


||| ligions handmaid, that hath for'the 'moſiifÞ 


. #4 - ” , " l "WF. . ”. =x __ 
There. is 'no*feare - of . that extreme: ind; 


margins, and we have grounds to hope th 
d- providence: of - God: will- prevent''4k# 
contrary..-Though- it: be too manifeſt- Th 
religious charitie- of ' Chriſtians - hath 'beai$ 
much. abuſed, yet ſurely. the abuſe' of the? 
gifts may be reformed without theirutterabo. 
\ition. . Drunkennefle may be ſuppreſs'd-with! 
out. -cutting.- dowr' the 'vines; - as* that: rigid 


| - Jawgiver did. | The' houſe: of God mdy by 
|. - frrept without a beeſome of deftruction. - ' '* 


12; For the encouragement of learning, RW 


part: flouriſhed with her miſtreſſe , an 
next to her is the: greateſt honour - and 
accompliſhment of a perſon or nation: :Thaf: 
moſt - beautifull ornament , the moſt uſe 
full inſtrument , that God vouchſafeth un-F* 
to the ſonnes of: men. The: onely- remedieÞ 
againſt barbarifne and ſavageneſſe. Yea ta 
citly commended by her very profeſſed ene: 
mies whileſt they are proud of that little 
tearnins they pretend co. G 
* 3. For the upholding of their families. Thelf 
bonds . of nature are neither. broken nor 
flackened,. but exceedingly ſtrengthened- by 
Chriſtianitie. Our great Apoſtle pronoun 
ceth him that provides not for his familyiſſa 


worſe then an infidel.. And though he boreſſe 


| 
« 


| . mde ov a all ths a IS | 
| y; end became all things to all'mers for | 
dladventa tage , "yet ' his- love to lis bre- | 
owe 'Hceordirg tothe fleſh ſo || 
Fen eran{perts"inj? $2; that it te could even | 
wiſh himſelf dceuffed Yor their ſakes, Rom.g. 3. 

4. For. the relief of the *puore. That great | 
acrifice' of 'the Goſpel, ''{o frequently and . ] 
owerfully' rirged by the -pretepr- of our-Sa- | 
viour and'' his \Apoſiles. : {0 commended by | 
6 examples of all che” Saints*in all ages; | 
Mo approved arid extlted by thegenerall vore || 
off bf: the whole world;;" that the very naming |} 
nd ES ſufficient to prove” it a TWe—744 _ id 
{of Chriſtian: charity. 0g | 
had: "': For: the publick: wed of che Conviganed- I 
epic; The beſt” Chriſtians have alwayes been || 
nl (© beſt Commonwealths: men. Indeed Re- | 
liefligious -perſons both {Jews and Chriſtians þ 
4 have been ofteni accuſed for - the troubles | 
eYoE 1ſtael, Thar turn the world upſide down, | 
tle har- -profeſle | a! relision / inconſiſtent with | 
Weice'aad civil 'governnient. But- what ſcan- 
heffdals' and: proundlefſe calumnies theſe have | 
orÞdeen,* Their very enemies, ſo many of them | 
bylſas s have had the patience to ſearch out the 
uths - ave acknowledged -to- the world; 
as' might be prov'd by many inſtances, if it 
pea and'ſea _ 


4 A 


| | TheSeiſet Seomerd. 
+. 62 For the prorhophilng Ppt" 
The Chriſtian name hach alwayes heen..ng 
Knowned for. offices: of courtelie and- wma 
pitie, as well- a5 of compaſſion.; aadnb uh 
eleare' from th e: impyrazign- of ſordidaellk 
| | 2s of _hyxuy and: profainnelle, Theſe A 
{ ||] ſome-of theſe wayes. (according. to their 
| |] abilities and We peg have the fi 
1] Full Stewards- of -Gogl laid out- their © h 
|] {y talents, Go you andJe likewile,:.- -1;v1y 
If 444; Partiedar is the: profit or be 
hi of their office , from ihe manner. of ax 
Make $0 your ſelves friends, Anil 
_ apologie of 4 late learned man ig 
| 'Y re ie like caſe is ſeaſonable,-. pſa virtawi wits 
if !|| her ſeemo ignaſcere-gribi ebes.vnfs-, 19 wand 
| fer /® comtentnituar «6x utiliratibge ipf ” 
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| 
| | 
| eines facie. If the 'beayty of this grace 4 
||] not powerfull enough of it ſelf 6@ enamou 
\] you, yet {et her dowry fempt you, -Ye 
| 8 will hereby make friends to your ſelves, might 
| ty friends, that when ye fail 5iwill, x FECd ee 
| 0 into everlaſting habiations » ﬆ5: ;15-þ 
| wy in the. next words. e£mbroſe- indeeilli 
| would have this latter clauſe - AGEeritog 
if |] of the Angels, and paraphreſeth he wo! 'd 
0 i] rbus, That when ye die, -the Angels. 
if ||] receive you into everlaſting habitatigng., Q 
iſ |! _ ——— is i ndfinely ', and-:thin 


Wye fail; . ye fiidy be tectived -&c. as elſes 
Matth. 1. -thar is, his name ſhall be fo 
reted ; arid , this right db they require thy 
/, that is , thy foul is required, Luke 12: 
Wo. But it beft agrees with the parable 
Woregoing, and with the contexture of the 
Wwtiole verſe , if we -referre this ( they ) in 
Wehe larter part to thoſe fiemds in the fors 
Werier part of the verſe, and fo make the latter 

mm -exegeſis of the former. Make to yout 
Welves friends of unrighteous mammon, that 
When ye dic , thoſe friends may receive 
Wow into everlaſting habitations. Not that 
ff thefe friends of yours will be willing to 
fecetve you-into- happineffe , ſeeing many 
ff them may prove ungratefull -and fall 
hort of it themſelves. Nor yet that- any 
df them are able in their own perſons, 
Wnd by their own. power to receive you, 
Wor-ic is God that gives both grace and 
Wtory, and diſpoſeth of all places in heaven 
oth at his right hand and at his left. Nor 
Wet laſtly char they ſhall be your adyce 
ztes and mediatours , feed by your cha- 
table gifts to ſpeak a good word for you, 
Wand by their intereſt ro obtain your rece- 
Wcion into. heaven , as fome groffe Ro- 
ll SS Ea maniſts 
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where they ſhall call his name Emmanuel", _ 
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SXOT> a CS ef 
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maniſts. colle&- from this place. But. te 

may | be ſaid thus. to befriend - you 

| - NE | 

| | .1,: By being the objeds and occaliel 
of thoſe pious and charitable works, . which 


| 
; 
| | are the way to thoſe everlaſting Habirati 
| Fj] ons. And it is a familiar ſcheme of ſpeech, 
to aſcribe that ro the obje& which proper 
belongs to the: ation. As .parents honoure( 
| - and obeyed may. be faid to prolong: ou 
!/!!  dayes.: And: the ſtone out of the wall ; and 
{|| the beam out- of the timber , are ſaid tq 
crie out againſt. .covetous perſons ; z So: thy 
backs and bellies, and ſoules of poore d| 
| Mtrefled creatures , which 'out of an humbl 
| Obedience to the law of Chriſt, and a: ten 
der compaſſion to your brethren ; you hay 
clothed , :fed and refreſhed , will plead 
and that effectually upon the gracious prQ. 
miſes of God , for your reception into 
verlaſting habirations. 
[ff * 2. They maybe ſaid thus to befriend you 
8 though not in their own perſons , yes j 
8 i} their fureties. . God himſelf and. his Sono 
8 !/f Jeſus Chriſt , have engaged, and, if TD may : 
itt | {0- ſpeak, entred bond with theſe. poonff: 
10.11}  debters of yours, to ſee your labour.of- lay®: 
[|[] | repaid with full intereſt * nay, to give yolſe” 
| | 8 FeCOMPERCE of infinite value, for "_ A 
| whict 
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idelis dominus qui fecit ſe nobis debito- 
rem, non aliquid 4 nobis accipiendo, ſcd-omnia 
2romittendo. You have it under the hand' of 
the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, that giving to 
he poore is -lending toithe Lord. That en- 
ertaining , clothing, feeding , viſiting the 
Poore afflicted members of Chriſt ,* are ſo 
many good offices done to Chriſt himſelf, 
and acknowledged by him as his own per- 
ſonall debts . and - engagements. So that 
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diſhoneſt or unable in their own perſons, 
zu need not feare . the lofſe of your ad 
yenture , where the Lord himſelf is your ſe- 
curitie , and will ſtand your- friend in their 
ſtead , to receive you into. everlaſting habi- 
rations. _ | EO 

Y This I conceive a true account of theſe 
expreſſions, But what ever miſtake theſe con- 
m-<ures may. be guilty of , the main ſcope 
and: purpoſe of our Saviour in them is' cleare 
41d our of queſtion, and that: is this. To 
<<clare this duty of making friends by a wiſe 


iF9<ncie to everlaſting /happineſle : and --thac, 


Ic ſelf is worth nothing. God by his own 
aromiſe hath made himſelf. your debter, ac- 
Meording to that known ſaying of eAuſtin,. 


prove your friends here ſpoken of never fo - 
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of Yrovement.. of our earthly -t alents, iho-be 


(| i! " aku performance where there is ab 


_ in want of abilitie., is the fame i 


 ceive- his reward. And thirdly , that. it i 
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ads- acceptance ,. 2. Corinth, $8. 12." For 
though without Pharifaical| pride anda 
rogancie ,. we cannot be ſaid to merit ſah 
vation by our good works , efpecially uy 
the _ Papilts abuſe thar phraſe contrary ty 
the harmlefſe and well meaning uſe of i 
in fome, of the fathers. Yet that falvation 
depends 'upon- our good works, taken it 
their due latitude , and in conjunion 
with their true principtes of faith,- and-lovy, 
and humilitie of ſpirit ; ſurely none” that 
pretend to the knowledge and belief of 
{be Scriptures , can noſſibly denie with- auy 
eolous of .reafon. . For the Scriptures dy 
with one voice prockaim that the exercik 
of theſe graces is firſt, the way to ſaha 
tion, that good old way , trodden by al 
that ever travelied heaven-ward. A 
roxdly, that it is the meaſure of fabration | 
according to: which every man half 1 
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the preparative for ſalvation ,  fireing thi 
faichfult ſervant o enter into his Ma 
jay. For grace makes b-o4, r- ne 
happineſſe is. nothing pode 
_ of that love. pd is begun 7 
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Wen ik be aroma, "if he 
be: fy ſuffer utider any. pita» 
ar fion of barrenneffe and" :covetouſheſſe , atid 
if- it be;  4/forme- fay., , 1k is "alndſt « as itt 
fimous- for one" kinds of" ilelatry , as" the 
"Y Roman is aro For” var Rb 
- .M reeoſt erfally urges us alf manner 
'W of gone: ,ptous & rnd arable works, 
and 'teachett+ their neceffity' and cerrain 
rendende' to” everlaſting FfÞpine s' be 
ins the way & it,” the” meaſure of it, and 
w preparation for it: 1 "have "hot time to 
'Y fhew how the Scriptures abound” in the 
- "ao of 'all-rheſe; or if T had; they are 

| phin-, T'need not!” T ſhafl onely ' doe 
2 few words of exhortation';: firſt, to; the 
Stewards of God': 'and ſecondly to their 
friends made by their difcharge of their 0< 
fice. Neither are theſe alwayes diffindt per- 


. confiderati0ns'; and kk vert refpets ma 
'Y be both x Steward ann #end,' in the ſenſe 
of: the 'texr. 

'7. You that are the Stewards of Got, 


. world afe commited ; Ken fore you 


your | 


fons , but? ſometimes divers refpedts of the | 
ſame perfons.” For one mpari- under divers | 


al t& whoſe charge 'the- good" thi eo chis | 
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God. and man... that; warms. the. breaſt... of 
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for it-proceeds upona TY" up no tion,. 


ll their poſſeſſions were their own: 

their. #5) that [they . were Lode a 
i» nor Stewards. The anfaithful ſervant js cons 
rf demned out .of his 'own mouth., - not for _ 
» © imbezelling ; . but .for not improving his 
e Lords money. And there. is.a- rich. man.in 

el the next parable. following the text, ..chat 
«MW is tormented with. intolerable flames:, not. 


for oppreſſion, fraud and violence, "but for 
immoderate| enjoying his good things,” and 
not.' co rating the wants of..a 


and. fine linea, -- and faring deliciouſly eve- 
day.,-and* yet denying the- crumbs.that 
a, from his table to. diſtreſſed Lazarus.. And 


dogges that licked the poore mans ſores, 
an 
maſter., yet this will not: excuſe his. chur- 
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right:of dogges cealeth., when a -poore man 
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ample.be: a caution to All-che Stewards of 
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luſts. and ner; do not devoure all their 
ood when the neceflities. 'of ohy, 
- utch, "+6 the Members of.i it-call. fora 
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poore. 
lame beggar ,. for. being clothed -with purple. 


had more compaiſlion in them -rhen their 


becomes. their. competitour. Let: this -ex-, 
God , that their backs, and bellies , their” 1 
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thongh he had dogges to -eat up his crumbs, p 


liſh deniall of a poore mans” requeſt, . The | 
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|| in taking the'debr npon- himſelf, difoblipe 


| ||| |} Bur your friendſhip ought to ſhew forth it 
| il [| ff, at lenft in theſe f e particulars. bel. 


iq [Þ coke their pions 'and charitable works, 
[i is > farre as conſiſtent | 
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i with them, Tharthe be noblike ho ol 
4 weodtgbrat Amos 6! 5.6:" Thur ol 
| 870% beds of 'svorie, and ftretch themſeties: K 
| on their conches, and eat the lambs ont” of the 
"flock, and the calves out of the midſt of the 
fab , that chant to the fonnd of the vidt; ant 
moons to 'themſehves inſtruments of” muſick, | 
- that drink wine in” bewls,, and anoint thens 
| fever with the chief ointment , but they ave 
mt grieved for the affiittions of Fofeph. 

© 2. You that by the bonnty of others ar6 
. engaged'ro be their Geri, though thei! 
reward depetds norupoh your perſonal love 
A, ny, et it Becomes: your: to bo 
| preffe your your nfs 
to ſhew' your ſelves in rd 5d affeRtion 
their- true friends. Neithier doth the Lord: 
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yotr from your duty - of refpe& and tharik- 
falneſfe to the inftraments Ef his goodneffe; 


''x. In a carefoll and conftionable * :obſes 
 vance of their precepts, /and and alf the con- 


the laws of any 
power.” God | abliſhech the: houſe 
* Rechabiees > for obſerving the 7 
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and the like. 
2, 'In # ſober and moderate \vfe of their 
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Pride -and© waritonneſſe-, as they are- no 


a where more odious, 'ſo they are no- where ” 
x more confpteuons , then in thoſe thatr- he. 


upon other mens bounty. Nay , the _] 
appearance of 'vanitie in them ( we” all | 
know ) raiſeth ſuch ſcandals, as are not 
eaſily laid again. But dy our- Cliritian/ 
fobrietie and moderation ,” we: thalt: either] | 
pat thefm” to: ſitegce, or at leaft -bear thens | 


commfortab 
ing to the' meaſtre we have received. dv 


made us friends, have made us Stewards | 
too: And if we be net rich'to calf in 
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meaneftiof our condition cannot make us-utt-- | 


capable of that glorious report che- Apoſite | 
gies of the nk vey I .Cor. 1.8; thatithe _ 
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| tiches- of ' their liberglitie:- To! ſpeak ftcely, | 
| It- would better become our condition ,* if | 
oi ©. little of ur conrtefle were turned into | 
charity, and if ſomething were abate>'of | 


our 


evay gra Ocry , Nopra'y 72. They that have 


pth of "their poverty abounded' to the | 
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3. In Gtowing their examples! ecards: | f 


much, yet our mites are- expedted.” The | b; 


pifes 2 according - ta their pious -intention; 
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4 "of our Saviour. 


14] bounty and iberalitie. Whileſt Cham im- 


|} nour done'to the memory of thoſe whom 
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| nakednelle , let Shem and Zaphet go back- 


|'xtion of -the benefit we.. receive from him 
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4-4. In paying to them their due bono 
"to their perſons if. alive - if dead,. to their 
| memorialls. However their names may. per: 
go be-ſtain'd - with reproches -and ll re. 
| -Ports, 'by -the looſe and carelefſe rongug 
M-of others, yet it becomes. their friends to 
" ſpeak as they find: agd to perfume their 
- memory with honourable mention of theit 


ly beholds and . reports his - fathers 
ward and cover it. For though, the ho- 


"God hath made inſtrumental for our good, 
| be no-real adtition to their reward , yet 
It is a real expreſſion of our thankfulneſle 
-to, God for them, and of our due. valua- 


"rheir. means, and may happily provoke 


{| others to .the "imitation of - their. worthy 


x; the Preſent occaſion requires, to mention 


examples. 
*Por, which reaſons, give me leave as 


ihe name. of. that noble and free-hearred | 
: both * to, the whole Uni rs 
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os foundation of two. fellow! 
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ſehallerſhips; iIndbuilding. our _ " 
it furniſhing / it) with.” a. Fleritult ary of. Þ; 
7: choice» books;;: in! eftabli Librarya | 
©& Wkeepers: place ; and-irtmany other works 
6 WM oreat :advantage:: His: h 10 
0 Wendeavours for the honour-and- tie 
ir Woof the Univerſitie in*generall , for the vitt- * 
it Wdication , and enlargement of their privie 


ledges; his bequeſts of a yearly penſion to | 
ro the publick Library-keeper, and a box of | 
ancient coyns and medalls of great vale: | 
But eſpecially his wiſe and ſucceſlefull pains | 
in contriving and procuring that neceſfary / 
Statute of the 18. of cen Eliz. to turn 
the third part of our ancient rents into co- 
cumony.* To which 'both the Univerſities 
ow their comfortable ſubſiſtence ever ſince. | 
His liberalitie to choſe places in the comp. 
trey, whereto he had relation, making them | 
proviſion for a yearly Sermon, and ditribu- | 
tions to their poore. Theſe and many-ather | 
worthy deeds of his deſerve of us, that bis | 
E name ſhould be had in honourable remetne | 
""F Þrance. But eſpecially they ſhould put us in | 
Fwind of that gracious hand of God, that 
it by this and many other the like = 
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